Introduction to Aboriginal Studies Studies. Students will develop a general knowledge of North American Indigenaity with a focus on Aboriginal peoples in Canada. This course will prepare the student to evaluate written and oral historical/cultural knowledge in regard to Aboriginal people and issues. The student will develop strategies for analyzing primary sources as well as acquire a basic knowledge of secondary resources. Students will challenge pre-conceived ideas acquired as citizens of a colonial culture. Course lectures and material will be presented from an Aboriginal perspective. The instructor will use both Indigenous and Western pedagogies.
Note! All work must be completed by November 27, 2012.
Syllabus Themes and Readings

Module #1 -Starting Out Students who take an Introduction to Aboriginal
Studies have both curiosity and conviction. They are intrigued by the exotic nature of indigenous people, issues and history. Often Aboriginal Studies is like looking into another reality and the desire to appropriate something "different" is strong.
As well, students who understand some of the political issues come with convictions about Aboriginal people's position in Canada. They often have simplistic understandings about very complex issues. Some students may want to "help" while others may want to "influence". No matter what, in today's Canada, chances are that all students in life and in careers will rub shoulders with Aboriginal people. With certainty, as Aboriginal people have influenced Canada in the past, they will continue to have an impact on all Canadians and students want and need to know about their Aboriginal neighbours. The first two lessons focus on helping students get a very broad understanding of how Aboriginal people are positioned in the Canadian matrix. The objective is to introduce students to a geographical and historical framework in which to position information that they will learn in subsequent lessons. 
Module #3 -Contact Themes -Cultures in Collision
The third module in this course focuses on Indigenous cultures responding to European colonial expansion through the last 5 centuries. Various themes will be explored as a matrix to better understand the rapid evolution from Indigenous cultures to Aboriginality. Students will challenge the colonial version of North American development. Beginning with a synopsis of political and social conditions in Europe that initiated the European diasporas, students will examine the convergence and influences that North American indigenous societies had with European cultures. Students will examine and analyze political documents, letters, Treaties and proclamations as a means of understanding the colonial discourse between Indigenous peoples and European migrants. Students will examine both European and Indigenous intentions during various periods of the colonial relationship. Students will learn the antecedent history that shaped the Aboriginal nations that exist today in Canada. 
